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Song of the Stars 

Caroline Keener 

 
"It's time! It's time! He's here!" 

 

The children of Shepherd Gate Church and Jubilee 

Praise, in collaboration with Cornerstone Ballet, 

presented a musical celebration of Jesus' birth from 

perspective of God's creeping, running, flying, swimming 

and shining creatures. 45 children were involved in the 

December 14th performance as they joyfully danced and 

sang their stories from the perspectives of their characters 

to a large audience. We had a wonderful turn out both 

from Shepherd Gate Church and the surrounding 

community. Even Molly the donkey made an appearance! 

Thank you to all the volunteers who made this wonderful 

program possible!! 

 

 

 

    

 

   

     

January 2 - 21 21 Days 

January 15 Newsletter 

January 22 March for Life 

January 25 Shepherd Gate 29th 
Anniversary 

January 31 Giving Statements sent to 
members 

February 7 Movie Night: 
 “The Other One” with Q&A 

February 13 Annual Report Available 

February 15 Brothers Serving Sisters 

February 21 – May 2 Daniel DTC 

March 6 – 8 Men’s Retreat 

March 13 – 15 Teen Retreat 

March 29 Palm Sunday 

April 2 Maundy Thursday Service 

April 3 Good Friday Service 

April 4 Easter Eggstravaganza 

April 5 Easter Sunday 

April 15 Newsletter Out 

April 24 – 26  Women’s Retreat 

May 15 – 16 Cornerstone/Jubilee 
Rehearsal and Performance 

May 23 – 30 Reconciled Beach Week 

June 22 – 26 Kid’s Musical Theater Camp  
(ages 5 – 8) 

June 25 – 29 Kid’s Camp 

July 6 – 10 Musical Theater Intensive 
Camp (ages 8 – 18) 

July 11 “Anne of Green Gables” 
Auditions 

July 15 Newsletter Out 

July 20 – 24 VBS 

July 26 – 31 Messiah Teen Camp 

August 8 Summer Round Up 

August 28 – 30 “Anne of Green Gables” 
Performances 

October 15 Newsletter Out 

October 31 Halloween Alternative 

November 25 Thanksgiving Eve Service 

November 28 Turkey Bowl! 

December 2 – 4 “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
Rehearsals 

December 5 – 6 “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
Performance 

December 24 Christmas Eve Services 

 

2015 At a Glance 
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learn good, healthy habits—whether you like it or not—in tending 

to both your body and your spirit. As we mature, we must move 

past that elementary motivation of discipline. “When I was a 

child, I thought like a child and behaved like a child,” Paul 

continued in I Corinthians 13, “but now that I am grown, I put 

away childish things.”  

 

Paul’s conclusion for what it means to put away childish things 

was to stir our hearts to love as the impetus behind everything we 

do. So we must move from a place of disciplined habit to a place 

of love as our motivation, a place of longing and celebration of 

every moment that we spend communing with God. Most 

evangelicals nowadays know that Paul is using the passionate 

Greek word, “agape,” which connotes the kind of self-sacrificing 

passion that we see in the cross, which, of course is often referred 

to as “the Passion of Christ Jesus.” 

 

The routine of a “passion time” follows the same basic steps as a 

“quiet time.” Worship, prayer and studying the Word of God are 

all essential daily practices. But instead of just going through the 

motions, I use whatever discipline that I have in me at the start of 

the day to stir my passion for God. I do this by fixing my eyes on 

Him, recalling His awesome deeds and praising Him for many of 

the wonderful aspects of His character. I determine that every 

word that I read in the Bible will stir an even deeper passion for 

Him. I ask Him to be the one praying through me, verbalizing His 

heart for the people and situations for which I am interceding. I 

ask Him to change my perspective, to give me His passion, to 

help me see with His eyes and hear with His ears.  

 

Once my passion is stirred, you can’t keep me from reading the 

Word, or praying or worshipping. Then everything within me 

celebrates the delight of spending time with Him. Making passion 

the starting point and ending point—the source and goal—of my 

times with the Lord – aligns my heart with His. It is the greatest 

tool I know for putting me in a place of Holy Spirit led peace and 

joy, whatever the day brings. It causes my heart to beat in synch 

with the Lord’s heart for everyone I meet.  

 

As we begin this new year, I can’t think of a better gift to impart 

to you then to encourage you to begin every day with stirring your 

passion for Jesus. Spur yourself on to have “passion times” with 

him at the start of everyday. That will inevitably lead you to 

communing vibrantly with Him throughout each day and to hear 

His voice clearer and clearer every step of the way.  
 
If your love for Christ is most effectively ignited by referring to 

your daily devotions as a “quiet time,” and the events of that quiet 

time as “spiritual disciplines,” then go for it! But if you ever find 

that you are just going through the motions, lacking the pulsating 

love of Christ in the very beating of your heart, maybe a quiet 

time by another name would smell a little sweeter: namely, a 

Passion Time. 

 

Your brother in Christ,  

 

David Sanborn 

 

Passion Times 
David Sanborn 

 
William Shakespeare’s Juliet said about Romeo that “a 

rose, by any other name, would smell as sweet.” Lucy 

Maud Montgomery’s “Anne of Green Gables,” however, 

struggled with that notion, saying, “I don't believe a rose 

would be as nice if it was called a thistle or a skunk 

cabbage.” 

 

As I’ve prayed about what to write in this newsletter, I am 

led to echo some of the words I shared on the first Sunday 

of the year. You may remember my unorthodox statement: 

“I don’t have quiet times; I have passion times. I don’t seek 

the spiritual disciplines; I seek the spiritual passions.” I 

haven’t received any flack about that sermon, but, because 

it’s so crucial for where I believe the Lord wants to take us, 

I’m going to take some time to elaborate.   

 

Obviously, I’m dealing with semantics here, but the last 

thing I’d want to do is argue over the finely-tuned 

meanings of words. That would bring no glory to God (as 

Paul warned us in II Timothy 2:14). Please know that, if 

anyone would like to continue using the 20th century 

colloquialism “quiet time,” that is fine by me. It’s a 

beautiful concept, and every true lover of Jesus makes a 

daily habit of what we have come to know as “quiet times.” 

 

I have found, though, that if I make “passion” my 

motivation, instead of “discipline,” and if I make “passion” 

my goal, instead of “quiet,” I find that I am able, in my 

early morning tiredness, to grasp the true purpose of a daily 

devotional: the deepening of my love relationship with 

God, and a deeper, experiential grasp of His foundational 

teaching: “Jesus said ‘Love the Lord your God with all 

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 

This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the 

second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the 

Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

(Matthew 22:37-40) 

 

In I Corinthians 13, Paul wrote about the necessity of 

having love as the motivation for all that we do. To be 

consistent with that truth, we must realize that even prayer, 

worship and Bible times, unless rooted in love, are “a 

resounding gong, a clanging cymbal.”   

 

I had my first quiet time 35 years ago. I was just 7 years 

old, but I was enthralled by the reality that God was 

communing with me. I didn’t really make it a daily 

discipline, though, until I was 16. I think discipline is a 

good place to start out. When you’re a child, you must    

  

 



                                                        
Missions Spotlight On:  The Jacobs 

Merle and Maria Jacobs’ Christmas Newsletter 
 

“Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Oh! How wonderful it is 
to serve Him and follow his call!” 

 
We are truly Blessed; tired but Blessed and encouraged to 
press on as he leads.   
 
We arrived in China on September 9, and were able to rent 
an apartment close to the classroom and on the bus route 
so we could get around freely. We had guarded security like 
all apartment compounds in Chinese cities. 
 
Now for the exciting adventures! The Family Ministries 
School (FMS) we were leading began in October, consisting 
of 18 students, all YWAMers. The Lord provided us with 3 
translators to finish up the needed material before the FMS 
began. One of our translators and her husband shared the 
apartment with us, and she has been a great help to us in 
communicating with the different vendors for Gas and 
Water, as well as translating the students’ papers for us 
(most of the students could only write in Chinese). We had 
thought that a lot of the translation had been dealt with 
before our arrival, but soon realized that very little had been 
completed. We were getting a little anxious, but God has his 
way of bringing us back into peace as one Sunday sermon 
was pointed right at us, and we recognized that He was 
speaking to us. We left church that day on a higher level 
with peace restored in our hearts! 
 
We saw God moving from the 1st week in the lives of our 
students. Many strongholds were broken as God dealt with 
the big Shame factor in their lives. “God’s intention for all of 
us is to be set free from the guilt of Family Shame.” Those 
words spoken by Merle, and then another speaker the 
following week hit the mark, and many were set free. During 
Thanksgiving week, one of the students lead worship on the 
subject of Thankfulness. Instead of the usual 30 minutes, 
we spent almost 2 hours giving thanks to God, rejoicing, 
crying, and repenting. The Holy Spirit’s presence was so 
powerful and refreshing! 
 
A big event came after introducing “The Marriage Course” 
material that our students can use for their own growth as 
well as helping others. We planned a romantic dinner, 
where the singles helped prepare the room and serve the 
food. We did it this way because many children in this 
“single child” generation of the Chinese are very ‘ME’ 
focused because of the one-child policy. We felt this would 
provide an opportunity to see love in action and learn about 
hospitality and serving others. We titled the evening “Love 
One Another,” and the couples were given proper  
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 invitations. Over dinner they had discussion questions 
so that they would stay focused on each other and 
love and respect for one another.  We then gathered 
together after dinner for music and dancing.  One 
couple sang a beautiful song to each other as they 
had done at their wedding 17 years ago!  Merle and I 
danced as well, and the singles were taking tons of 
photos of us—they just crack up to see us hand in 
hand or giving each other hugs after almost 50 years.  
I keep telling them—a good marriage is worth fighting 
for! 
 
Next on our schedule is exciting, for sure.  We are off 
for our 1st trip to New Zealand on January 27th, and 
will be away for 3.5 weeks.  We have been asked to 
teach in a Family Ministries School, and will be a part 
of a Family Ministries New Zealand gathering as well. 
We will be able to visit some friends and play tourists, 
as well.  This time will be very special to us as we will 
celebrate our 49th anniversary in New Zealand! 
 
Prayer request:  It has been years since we have 
ended the year “in the red” financially.  The cost of this 
trip has been greater than any other trip from the 
airlines, to the apartment rental and utilities, to the 
food, and so we end this year several thousand 
dollars in debt.  Please join us in prayer.  Our Spiritual 
accountability as well as our financial support goes 
through Shepherd Gate Church.   
 
Love to all of our faithful friends and loved ones.  We 
are truly blessed by you and wish you all many 
blessings in 2015!  
 
 

            



 

 

 

 

Shepherd Gate Church was founded in 1986 with a vision for a church to be planted in the rapidly growing western 

suburbs of Washington, DC.  Pastor Dan Duis serves as Senior Pastor, with support from Tom Nusbaum as 

Administrative Pastor, David Sanborn as Resource Pastor, Gary Woodford as Minister of Pastoral Care, and Andrew 

Keener as Youth Pastor. 

 

As a congregation of believers in Jesus Christ, Shepherd Gate Church is committed to the Great Commandment  

(Mark 12:30-31) and Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 
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A Note from Our Pastor 

 

2014 proved to be one of the best years yet.  I say 

that as we saw the providence of God throughout the 

year in the adding personnel to the church as well as 

improvements to the building and grounds and the 

birth of really exciting ministries.  Where often these 

things would have been a distant vision, they became 

realities and the results are showing up in this year's 

calendar of events and we are just getting started into 

the New Year.   

It was a year of saying goodbye to many of our 

congregation as jobs, retirements, and distance have 

taken them to new fellowships where I'm sure they 

will be every bit a blessing as they were with us.  We 

have been blessed with people with 'servant hearts' 

and where ever the Lord leads and deposits them, 

they will be an asset to the community.  Then again, 

right on cue, the Lord is bringing new folks among 

us and the process continues and the Body of Christ 

is 'cross' pollinated. 

 

My sense is that the greatest growth and maturity is going 

to be realized in the coming days.  I'm excited to be a part 

of such a wonderful fellowship of believers who truly want 

to go forward in the Lord and make a difference in the 

world in which we live.  We are 2/3 of the way through the 

21 Days of Prayer and Fasting which is such a good way to 

begin the year.  When our focus is on the Lord, everything 

else just seems to fall in place and the difficult things 

become simple.   

I was called in to get a blood test today and as I talked with 

my physician the common theme becomes "at your age".  

Actually, I first heard this after breaking my big toe at age 

28.  We expect to have more physical and sometimes 

mental challenges as we get older.  But then God comes 

along and heals this and that and the next thing you know 

we are going strong again.  We rejoice in the significant 

healings which have been shared at church and some of 

those after long trials.  So let's expect that as we walk with 

the Lord, He does desire that we be in health and prosper 

even as our soul prospers. (3 John 2).             

Blessings,          
                                     Dan Duis    

 

 


